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Po 669/Th 414 Politics and Peligion in the l'iddie Ages: Maimonides

Profesrors Yortin and Rruell
Spring 198

All required veading amsipnpents are in the Guide for the Perplexed,
{tranr. S. Pines, V. of Chicagn Press) which we will read in its
entirety. The divisrion of the text into weelly assignments har heen
done as sensihly ar pnrefhle within the 1imits of scheduling
constraints, but it is bound to be somewhat arbitrary and students are
advised to consult and contrast the outline of the text offered at the
besrinning of the first {ntroductory essay. tithir each weekly
assifnment, chapters djffer considerably from one another both in length
ond Jifficulty and in sigrnificance. Students are urged to review the
vhole assirnment but ta concentrate their attention on the chapters
within it which appear to be moar sipgnificant and at the same time most
accesrible, It ia essential to compile notes on the reading go as to he
able to compave, in accord with Mainonidea' instrunctions on how to read
kis book, different utterances of hir on the sarme topic appearing in
different parts of the work.

The writing assirnment for sradvuate students is a paper of 10-15 pages,
a surmary and analysia of a chapter of gronp of chapters not yet treated
in class, due on the day the chapter(s) i{n question are to be discumrsed:
for undercraduater, the asgierprment 18 a S page paner of the same sort
and a final examination.
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The main focus of the course will he the interpretation of the text of
the Cuide as well amn the dircassion of the questions which it raises
againgt the general hackground of political and relipious thought of the
tiddle Ages, Chriscian as well as Jewish and Islamic. The two intro-
ductory essays are recomrended secondary sources. In addition, the
following nay be found helpfu) in approaching the Guide and coming to
grips with the general questioms which {t raises.

R. Rrague, “Leo Strauss et Feirmonide" in Maimonides arnd Philosophy,
ed. Pines and Yovel, 1986, pp. 246-26R

F. Fortin, "“St. Thomes Aquinas" in Listory of Political Philosophy,
ed. Strauss and Cropsey

, Dissidence et philororhie su rmoyen age, cha. 1-3

P.» lerner, "Maironides™ in llistory of Pol. Philosophy, ed.
Strauss and Cropaey

s "aimonides’ letter on Astrology" in History of
Pelirions, ve. & 1968, pp. 143-152

» "Maimonides' Treatise on Pesurrection” in ihid.,
ve 23 1923, pp. 140-155

I'e Mahdi, "Alfarald"™ fo Kistory of Pol. Philonsophy, ed. Strauss
and Cropsey

, "Alfarabi Againat Philoponus” in Journal of Near
Fastern Studies, v, 26, n. & 1367, pp. 233-260

A. L. ltiotzkin, “On the Interpretation of Mainonides" in
‘fhe Tndependent Journal of Pbhilomrophy, v. IT 1978 pp. 39-46

G. Scholen, l'ajor Trends in Jewish lysticism, 1961, First Lecture

L. Strausa, Philosophy and Law, Vssava Toward the Understanding of
Maimonides and Ulis Predecessors, trans. Laumann, 1987

,» Perrecution and the Art of writing, 1952; especially
"The lLiterary Character of the Guide for the Perplexed"” ar well as
"Introduction” and "The Law of KReason in the Kuzari"

» Spinoze's Critique of Peligion, 1965, esp. "Preface
to the Fnrlish Translation" (reprinted in Liberalism Ancient and
Yodern, 196G&, pp. 2264-259)

» Studies in Platonic Political Philosophy, 1983, "lMotes
on Mafmonides' Yook of Knouledge,“_—ﬂﬁote on Maimonidea' letter on
Astrolory," "Mote on Majmonides' Ireatise on the Art of Logpic,"
"Jersulam and Athens: Some Preliminary Reflections"
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